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Report on Survey into issues affecting election reform

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In August 2019 The Liberia Election Observation Network conducted a survey of five thousand two hundred and twenty three respondents (5,223) across all electoral districts in Liberia aimed at understanding peoples habits and perceptions of issues surrounding electoral processes. 
Our key focuses were: the election date; how people register to vote and whether it is feasible to draw data for the voter’s list from the National Identification Register; what factors influence how people chose who to vote for and are these factors different in choosing women candidates or not; voter and civic education – where people get information from, what information they would like to receive; and what factors build people’s trust in the election process.  

Key findings: 
On the election date: With sufficient awareness conducted around moving the election date from October regarding the advantages of holding it in the dry season, there’s a large possibility that this proposal could gain acceptance in a future referendum. Two thirds of respondents  agreed with moving the date because they perceived it would be easier for them and for election preparations.

Voting and voter registration: Over ninety percent (90%) of respondents voted in either the first or the second round of the 2017 elections and almost all of these plan to vote in the next general election. Thus, a very high percentage of respondents are still interested in exercising their right to vote. Thirteen percent (13%) of voters said that at some time they had been asked by a candidate or political party to register in a different district so that they could vote for them, commonly known as trucking. Almost two thirds of those offered money had accepted since the amount offered was between 10 and 20 US dollars. This represents some 8% of all voters having been trucked at some point. 
A third of people who were registered in precincts with more than one polling place in 2017 found it hard to find their names on the voter list on election day, which caused 10% of these to join the wrong queue. A third of respondents also said it also took over 10 minutes for the Voter Identification Officer to find their names on the names on the voter list. This is because the registration Roll is ordered by registration number and not by name. Changing the election law so that voters appear on the registration roll alphabetically, and splitting voters between the polling places in the same way would make it much clearer for people to know where to go and would make voting faster.  
Although seventy percent (70%) of respondents said they had heard of the National Identification Registry, just under a quarter of respondents have registered so far. The main reasons for not registering yet are it not happening in the area, cost and distance to travel to register. Moreover, one third of respondents said that their families don’t register babies for birth certificates and almost two thirds said they don’t get death certificates when someone dies. This could create a serious problem if the voter register is to be taken from a permanent civil register, with increasing numbers of ‘ghost voters’ being present on the registration roll over time.

Women as candidates:  Key factors in choosing which candidate to vote for were reputation and campaign promises. However, when asked what would influence choosing a woman candidate these issues ranked lower than women being perceived as peacemakers and as understanding the needs of the family.  Twenty percent of respondents of either gender said they would never vote for a woman. The biggest reason why not was a perception that women are selfish. Only 5% said that women should not be in politics. Financial issues such as women not donating to the community and not running a good campaign were also important. 
When asked what puts women off from running for office the main reasons given were also financial and lack of support from Political Parties. This indicates that parties themselves need to give more support in order to achieve more women in the legislature.
Worryingly, women being afraid to run because of threats from the community was thought to be a factor for almost 12% of respondents.  

Civic and voter education: Just over half of all respondents generally thought they received sufficient voter education in sufficient time. Issues of voter education such as, ‘who are the candidates’ and ‘how to mark a ballot’ were of great interest along with the date of elections and how to find their polling place. These education issues require more interaction such as through meetings, rather than through posters, leaflets and radio jingles.

Radio or TV are by far the most important source of information for respondents with over 80% saying that they receive information this way and a third saying that this is their only way of receiving information. NEC educators were in second place. 22% of respondents received information from informal sources such as religious leaders, elders, family and friends.  Almost all respondents agreed that there should be special voter education available for potentially marginalized groups such as the blind, deaf, women and first time voters. Almost all respondents thought that voter information should be available in local languages. 

The most common place that respondents had received civic education was at school (half of respondents). However, when we asked where people think civic education should take place, although school was still the most important place, town hall meetings were also seen as key. Topics of greatest interest were how elections work and how elected representatives represent us. 

Factors that are important to ensure an election is free and fair.   Although factors such as an impartial election commission and processes such as a secret ballot were all pr5eceived as very important, 60% of respondents thought that a peaceful process was important and 40% said it was the most important factor.
LEON will continue to track this question in future surveys to determine if people are feeling more or less secure and to increase our understanding of what people mean by a peaceful process. Greater confidence in electoral processes or Political Parties desisting from malpractice and harsh rhetoric could all add to feeling that peaceful processes are under threat. 

ABOUT THE LIBERIAN ELECTION OBSERVATION NETWORK: 

The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON), launched in May 2017 is a platform of four Liberian Civil Society Organizations: The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia Crusaders for Peace (LCP), Federation of Liberia Youth (FLY) and National Union of Organizations for the Disabled (NUOD) with the goal to meaningfully contribute to democratization processes in Liberia. LEON observed the 2017 elections with over 1000 observers and has observed subsequent by-elections and is preparing to observe in Grand Cape Mount.

LEON has funding from the Swedish Embassy and received technical assistance from the Carter Center. It has a core team based in Monrovia and a long term observer based in each of the 73 electoral districts across Liberia. It is currently engaged in advocacy on election reform issues, legislative monitoring and conducting surveys into issues affecting democracy in Liberia. It has 200 trained surveyors and will be conducting a further five surveys over the course of the next 12 months.


Contact Information: 
Mr. Augustine S. M. Tamba, Head of Secretariat
LEON, 
Atlantis beach Hotel, Mamba Point, Monrovia
Tel: (+231) 08864 68245
E-mail: tambasm@gmail.com 

METHODOLOGY

LEON trained and deployed 242 surveyors across the country in early August 2019. The survey was conducted in all 73 electoral districts across the country between 6 and 20 August 2019. LEON received 5223 completed survey forms in total. The fact that the survey was so large enables LEON to disaggregate data where needed whilst still retaining a robust sample.
The surveyors reported directly to the database through an on-line survey application. The full methodology and survey questionnaire are in annexes 1 and 2. 

Figure 1.
LEON deployed between three and four surveyors to each electoral district to get an robust distribution of respondents across the country.  Comparing the percentage of respondents to the NEC voter registration data from 2017 (figure 1)  it can be seen that LEON has a lower percentage of respondents in highly populated, urban, areas compared to the voting population. This is because these electoral districts have a higher population than more rural districts, due to boundary delimitation issues. LEON also wanted to ensure that we were capturing the habits and perceptions of people outside of the main conurbations.

Surveyors had to survey 10 people in each of two areas, one more urban and one more rural or remote. Techniques were used to ensure random selection of location, household and respondent within the household. The majority of questions were asked as open questions without prompting the answer: Ie the surveyor would mark one or more of the answer options that best matched their answer or could mark ‘other’.








DEMOGRAPHICS OF RESPONDENTS
Surveyors were told to ensure that roughly equal numbers of men and women were surveyed and this was achieved. Four respondents identified as transgender or no gender. 

Figure 2


                                                                         
 




Eighteen percent of respondents had some form of disability (figure 3). The 2016 UNICEF report gives the percentage of persons with disability in the populations as 16% although the National Union of Organizations for the Disabled thinks it is higher, in line with this survey.  The fact that the majority of surveys were conducted in people’s homes will have helped capture more people with disabilities. 
Figure 3

98% of respondents were Liberian (figure 4)



Figure 5
LEON surveyors captured people from all age brackets in the survey (figure 5).  Available NEC voter registration data does not have corresponding brackets but gives a slightly higher percentage of people under the age of 25.  


Figure 6
//




Section 1: MOVING THE GENERAL ELECTION

LEON asked three questions relating to the election date – if it should be moved, why or why not?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Even though this proposition failed in the 2010 referendum, when the reason for moving the election is given, as it was in the question, people are more likely to favour it (91%). 

Figure 7

This indicates that, with sufficient awareness  conducted around moving the date, it could gain acceptance in a future referendum. People who agreed with moving the date did so because they perceived it would be easier for them and for the NEC. Political campaigning was of lower importance. (Figure 8)



						
The main reasons given by people who did not want a change in the election date are wanting to preserve tradition and the constitution.
Figure 9



VOTER PARTICIPATION

90.3% of respondents voted in either the first or the second round of the 2017 elections (figure 10) and 89.1% of these plan to vote in the next general elections (figure 11). Thus, a very high percentage of respondents are still interesting in exercising their right to vote.

Figure 10						Figure 11







The ten percent of respondents who did not vote in either 2017 election but were still eligible, did not vote because they were not in their district or were sick or otherwise unable to go. Incidents of people being intimidated were low (figure 12). Just under 5% of respondents didn’t vote because they  couldn’t be found on the Final Registration Roll (FRR) despite having registered and 3% didn’t know where to go to vote. 


Figure 12

SECTION 2: VOTER REGISTRATION AND NATIONAL IDENTIFICATION
The following set of questions on voter registration were asked only of the 90.3% of respondents who said they had voted in 2017. Questions on national identification were asked of all respondents.




The majority of respondents reported that they registered to vote where they live normally.
Figure 13

Figure 14

Thirteen percent (33) of the 5% (236) of respondents who said that they registered in a different place said it was because they were ‘trucked’ (figure 14) 
It must be noted that the sample size is small.

When we asked all respondents the same question, 13% (609) also said that at some time they had been asked by a candidate or political party to register in a different district so that they could vote for them (figure 15). 61% (367) of those offered money for ‘trucking’ in the past had accepted. People were offered between 10 and 20 US dollars to vote in another district, mostly $20[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Where people answered in Liberian dollars we used a conversion rate of $90 Liberian to the US dollar, the market rate in early 2017. 
] 


Figure 15

Thus it would seem that candidates do attempt to pay for people to register in a different area and can be successful but the cost is high. The total percentage of people trucked in this way is likely to be in the order of between 5 and 8%[footnoteRef:2]. There was no appreciable difference between male and female respondents. [2:  61% who agreed to trucking of the 13% that were asked. The margin allows for the small sample size.] 


Polling place and Precinct identification
The percentage of respondents claiming that they checked their names during exhibition is much higher than expected (73%) (figure 16). LEON observed the exhibition period in June 2017 and did not observe large numbers of people coming to check their details, possibly half this percentage came to check. It is likely that people confused the question with having checked details on the lists exhibited just prior to the election.


Figure 16


Figure 17
Over half the respondents know where to go vote because it was their place of registration (figure 17) and a similar percentage expect to be informed by the NEC where to go if the Precinct location changes (figure 18).  This indicates that, over time, voters may have difficulty in knowing where to go if the Voter Register is taken from the National Identification database and that the NEC would need to increase voter information on polling locations.

Figure 18

In terms of finding the correct Polling Place on Election Day, if we remove the respondents who voted in Precincts with only one Polling Place, a third of the respondents voting in multiple Precincts found it difficult to find the correct Polling Place. (Figure 19) 6.8% of respondents joined the wrong queue, with 1.4% giving up and  0.4% being turned away because they their names could not be found at all. 

Figure 19
The length of time it took for the Voter Identification Officer (VIO) to find people on the Registration Roll was also reported as being very long, with a third of respondents saying it took more than 10 minutes (Figure 20). 


















Figure 20

Changing the election law so that voters appear on the registration roll alphabetically[footnoteRef:3], and splitting voters between the polling places in the same way would make it much clearer for people to know where to go and for the VIO to find their name on the list.   [3:  1986 New Election Law article 3.4… ‘The names shall be numbered in regular progressive arithmetical order, commencing with number 1.’] 


National Identification Registry














	Figure 21								Figure 22

Although 70% of respondents said they had  heard of the National Identification Registry (figure 21) , just under a quarter of respondents have registered themselves (figure 22). The main reasons for not registering are: not knowing about it; it not happening in the area yet; cost; and distance to travel to register. (Figure 23)

Figure 23

 Figure 24						Figure 25

Over half of respondents who said they had registered with the NIR, registered this year (figure 24). The government directive that no civil servants would be paid unless they registered and banks now requesting the National ID card to receive transfers from abroad may have helped towards this increase. The majority of people who had registered found the process relatively easy (figure 25). 

One third of respondents said that their families don’t register babies for birth certificates (figure 26) and almost two thirds said they don’t get death certificates when someone dies (figure 27). This could create a serious problem if the voter register is to be taken from a permanent civil register, with increasing numbers of ‘ghost voters’ present on the voter’s roll over time.


Figure 26					Figure 27

SECTION 3: CANDIDATE SELECTION AND WOMEN’S REPRESENTATION 

The following set of questions were asked to discover how people chose who to vote for and whether there are different factors involved when selecting male and female candidates. We disaggregated the answers by gender to see if men and women have different factors involved in their decision making. 

Only just over 40% of either gender have ever voted for a female senatorial or representative candidate. 

Figure 28










However, 66% said they would vote for a female candidate in the future. Just under a fifth of respondents said they would never vote for a woman. 

Figure 29





The main reasons respondents gave for not wanting to vote for a woman were perceived personality faults such as selfishness or factors to do with money such as giving money to the community (figure 30). Around 5% of respondents were affected by negative feelings towards the Sirleaf Presidency. Traditional roles of women staying at home or women not having sufficient education were not major factors. However 5% of respondents said that the party they support is run by men indicating that Political Parties themselves should do more in actively promoting women and by helping with their campaigns. 

Figure 30

However,  there were a perceptions of positive personality traits that were also appealing about women as candidates – women are perceived as less likely to be corrupt, more likely to be peacemakers and to look out for the interests of families (figure 31).  

Figure 31

When asked which of these reasons was most important, women understanding the needs of the family scored highest followed by women as peacemakers and having a positive reputation (figure 32).

 
Figure 32
When respondents were asked how normally choose who to vote for, the top answers were for having a good reputation (37%), being known as a good leader (38% and on campaign promises (35%) (figure 33). By comparison, when choosing a woman candidate, campaign promises were only important to 15.5% of respondents. The political party a candidate belongs to was only important to 5% of respondents.  


Figure 33

There was no great difference between how men and women chose candidates except that women said they were more likely to vote for an important person or based on the campaign poster. It should be noted that women said that they chose for themselves  - less than 1% of either women or men said they were not the ones who chose who they should vote for. 

When respondents were asked what puts a woman off running for office, 28.6% of people thought that political parties are not supportive  of women as candidates (figure 34). The second most popular answer was that women lack funds to run a successful campaign (21%). Lack of community or family support was thought to be a factor for 14% of respondents and Threats against women from the community was a factor for 11.6% of respondents which could be considered. It should be noted that both of the serious incidents of election related violence in recent by elections have been directed against female candidates[footnoteRef:4]. Only 6% of respondents thought that women were not interested to run, a figure backed up by the fact that a roughly similar percentage of men and women candidates ran as independents at the 2017 elections, not having been able to find a party to ally with.  [4:  The attack Cornelia Togba’s New Georgia compound in the November 2018 Monsterrado District #13 by election and the attacks against Telia Urey in Logan Town during the July/August 2019 Montserrado District #15 by election. Recent threats against Senator Karnga Lawrence should also be considered as violence against women in politics.] 



Figure 34

Perceptions that women  lack confidence or education or don’t want to run as candidates factored lower than women being held back by lack of support or funds, particularly support of political parties[footnoteRef:5]. This indicates that, parties themselves need to give more support in order to achieve more women in the legislature.   [5:  This echoes LEON’s 2017 survey of women in political parties where the women said the biggest barriers to standing as candidates were lack of finds, difficulty in mobilising support, and the party not taking them seriously. ] 



 SECTION 4: VOTER EDUCATION AND INFORMATION
LEON asked questions separately regarding voter education and civic education, to see if people received information from different sources and which topics they are most interested in.  
Figure 35
All issues apart from the reason for the election were of interest to at least a quarter of the respondents (figure 34). It should be noted that voter education issues such as  ‘who are the candidates’ and ‘how to mark a ballot’ are best dealt with through meetings, rather than through posters, leaflets and radio jingles.



Figure 36
Radio or TV are by far the most important source of information for respondents (figure 36) with 81.7% saying that they receive information this way and 36% saying that this is their only way of receiving information. NEC educators were in second place. 22% of respondents received information from informal sources such as religious leaders, elders, family and friends. 
However, around half of all respondents reported that they did not get enough voter information 

(Figure 37)




There was no consistent pattern when we examined the responses county by county. River Gee, River Cess and Grand Cape Mount had greater percentage of respondents who said they did not have enough information, with Margibi, Bomi, Gbarpolu reporting the greatest satisfaction (figure 38).
 
Figure 38

Respondents generally thought that information campaigns for both voter registration and for voting started at around the right time (figure 39). There was no appreciable difference between male and female respondents to the questions.

Figure 39


Almost all respondents agreed that there should be special voter education available for different potentially marginalized groups. 

Whether or not a respondent had a disability, they thought that there should be education for blind voters on how to use tactile ballots (figure 40) and for deaf voters through sign language in the community (figure 41) . This is extremely relevant considering that radio is such an important vehicle for voter information. 


Figure 40


Figure 41





Respondents also thought that there should be specific voter education aimed at women (figure 42), in local languages (figure 43) and for first time voters (figure 44). 




This did not vary between male and female respondents. However, women’s education campaigns scored slightly lower on ‘Strongly agree’ than the other special interest groups. 


Figure 42


Figure 43

Figure 44

There was also no difference between how respondents of different ages answered the question on first time voters (figure 45).

Figure 45




SECTION 5: CIVIC EDUCATION 
Respondents were prompted for this set of questions  to ensure they understood what civic education might cover.  


Figure 46

Over half the respondents were interested in how elections work and in how elections represent their constituents (figure 46). However, all other topics were also of interest to around a quarter of the respondents. Issues of local government and county development, and how county development funds are allocated, were also raised by respondents  and deserve attention.

The most common place that respondents had received civic education was at school (48.3%) (figure 47). However, when we asked where people think civic education should take place (figure 48), although school was still the most important place, town hall meetings were also seen as key. This was the only answer that scored higher in where respondents want civic education to take place than where they actually receive education. Election commission workers and civil society organizations also scored lower in respondents idea of where civic education should take place than in the reality.  


Figure 47


Figure 48

SECTION 6: FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS

Our final questions were on what factors are most important to ensure an election is free and fair.  The answers were prompted. 

Although factors such as an impartial election commission and processes such as a secret ballot were all very important, two thirds of respondents thought that a peaceful process was important (figure 49). This choice became even more pronounced when respondents had to choose which was the most important factor (figure 50). 


Figure 49


Figure 50

LEON will continue rack this question in future surveys to determine if people are feeling more or less secure and to increase our understanding of what people mean by a peaceful process. Greater confidence in electoral processes or Political Parties desisting from malpractice and harsh rhetoric could all add to feeling of peaceful processes are under threat. 
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Q3: Percentage of responses per county compared to NEC voter registration statisitcs

LEON	Lofa	Bong	Nimba	River Gee	Grand Gedeh	Maryland	Grand Kru	Sinoe	River Cess	Grand Bassa	Margibi	Montserrrado	Bomi	Gbarpolu	Grand Cape Mount	7.5818495117748394E-2	0.109324143212713	0.118514263833046	4.88225157955198E-2	3.8866551790158903E-2	4.7673750717978199E-2	2.79532835535133E-2	4.1547003637756097E-2	2.87191269385411E-2	6.0501627417193199E-2	6.5096687727359798E-2	0.20026804518475999	4.5950603101665703E-2	5.2077350181887798E-2	3.8866551790158903E-2	NEC	Lofa	Bong	Nimba	River Gee	Grand Gedeh	Maryland	Grand Kru	Sinoe	River Cess	Grand Bassa	Margibi	Montserrrado	Bomi	Gbarpolu	Grand Cape Mount	0.08	0.09	0.13	0.01	0.03	0.02	0.02	0.02	0.02	7.0000000000000007E-2	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.36	0.03	0.02	0.03	



Q8 Gender


Male	Felmale	0.50355564097635996	0.49644435902363998	

Q 10 Are you a Liberian national?
Yes	No	0.98399999999999999	1.6E-2	Q9 Respondents with Disabilities 


Persons with disability	Has a disabioity	Doesn't have a disability	Not sure	0.17699999999999999	0.80500000000000005	1.7999999999999999E-2	

Q11  Age range of respondent
18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-64	0.14699999999999999	0.25700000000000001	0.26700000000000002	0.19400000000000001	0.13500000000000001	Q12: Occupation 

Agriculture or fisheries worker	Market worker	Transport worker	Small business owner	Medium business owner	Manager, accountant, lawyer, doctor, professor	Teacher, nurse, police, army, security	Lower level government office worker	Senior government officer	Traditional leader, cleric or pastor	Homemaker	Unemployed	0.248133256748995	7.1031973961324907E-2	4.6333524794179598E-2	0.16369902354968399	3.5228795711277003E-2	1.8954623779437099E-2	9.4773118897185496E-2	3.5611717403790898E-2	4.4035994639096297E-3	2.79532835535133E-2	5.01627417193184E-2	0.20371434041738501	


Q13,  Should general elections be moved to the dry season to make election preparations and campaigning easier?


Strongly agree	Agree	Niether agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	32.200000000000003	14.94	1.37	2.42	1.08	

Q14, Reasons for waiting to move general election to the dry season

I think it will be easier for the election commission to run the election and deliver materials in the dry season	It will be easier because I won't have to queue in the rain	It will be easier to have the campaign in the dry season for the political parties and people going to events	Other	0.390530713291041	0.38279436794058502	0.209500232090361	1.71746866780133E-2	


Q15, Reasons for not wanting to move general election to the dry season? 

It has always been the 2nd Tuesday in October / tradition	I might have to register to vote in the rainy season which will be just as difficult	I don't think we should change the constitution	Other	0.350404312668464	9.4339622641509399E-2	0.45283018867924502	0.102425876010782	


Q17,  Do you plan to vote in the next general election?


Yes	No	Not sure	0.89058524173027998	5.5343511450381702E-2	5.4071246819338399E-2	
Q16, Did you vote in the 2017 elections in either the first round or the run off?


Yes	No	0.90292935094773097	9.7070649052268795E-2	

Q28 Why didn't you go to vote?



I was too young	I didn't register to vote	I registered but not in the place I was on election day	I wasn't interested	I was intimidated not to go to vote	I was sick / unable to go	I was turned away because they couldn't find my name on the voters' roll	I was turned away for another reason	I didn't have enough information about when and where to go	0.21	0.184	0.20599999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	2.8000000000000001E-2	0.23	4.8000000000000001E-2	4.8000000000000001E-2	3.2000000000000001E-2	


Q20: Are you registered to vote where you live normally?
Yes	No	Not sure	0.92900000000000005	0.05	2.1000000000000001E-2	Q21 If no, why did you not register where you live normaly? 



I went to my family home area to register and to vote	A candidate trucked or paid for me to go to  a different area to register	I went to a different area to support a specific candidate	I have moved since I registered	Other	0.47899999999999998	0.14099999999999999	0.154	0.248	6.8000000000000005E-2	

Q22: Have you ever been asked by a candidate to register in a different district so that you can vote for them? 


Yes	No	610	4097	

Q25 Have you ever checked your voter registration details?


Yes, during the exhibition of the voters roll	Yes, by the NECs text messaging service	No, only at the polling place on election day	No, I didn't know I should do this	No, I didn't know the service existed	0.73799999999999999	0.11600000000000001	0.153	6.5000000000000002E-2	0.03	


Q18: In previous elections, how did you find your polling precinct?


I knew because I registered to vote there	NEC signs, posters or information	Other people in my community told me	Political party information	From traditional leaders or other authority figure	It is where I have always voted	0.69299999999999995	0.32300000000000001	0.121	4.1000000000000002E-2	2.9000000000000001E-2	8.2000000000000003E-2	


Q19: If your polling precinct were to change location, how would you find your new polling place



I would expect to find out when I register to vote	I would expect the Election Commission to inform me	I would ask traditional leaders and elders for information	I would ask other people in the community	I dont know	0.35399999999999998	0.59299999999999997	8.8999999999999996E-2	0.19900000000000001	0.02	


Q 26: On the first election day in October 2017, how easy was it to find the correct polling place to vote?


It was easy - there was only one polling place in my precinct	It was easy - there were several polling places in the precinct but the staff were helpful	It was difficult  - there were several polling places and it took time to find my number	It was difficult and I queued at the wrong polling place first	It was very difficult and I gave up	I was turned away by the queue controller because they could not find me on the register	0.35891983840102099	0.43057622793961298	0.14331277907718501	4.9330214756538399E-2	1.3608335105252001E-2	4.2526047203912398E-3	


Less than 2 minutes	Between 2 and 5 minutes	Between 5 and 10 minutes	More than 10 minutes	They could not find my name although I went to the place where I registered	0.111	0.159	0.19	0.33300000000000002	0.20599999999999999	Q 29: Have you heard about the national identification registry process
Yes	No	0.69899999999999995	0.30099999999999999	Q 30: Have you registered and have a national ID card
Yes	No	0.23300000000000001	0.76700000000000002	Q33, Why haven't you gone to register with the national identification registry ?


Because I have not heard about it:	Because they are not registering people in my area yet:	They are registering people but it is too far to go:	Because it costs too much:	Because the card is ony for year	Because I don't like having to have my photo and fingerprint taken	Because I am not interested:	0.35599999999999998	0.23899999999999999	0.16300000000000001	0.34300000000000003	5.1999999999999998E-2	5.0000000000000001E-3	2.5999999999999999E-2	

, [PERCENTAGE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE], 
[VALUE], 
[PERCENTAGE]


Before 2018	In 2018	Jan-March2019	April to June 2019	After June 2019	0.18099999999999999	0.27300000000000002	0.29399999999999998	0.192	0.06	

[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE], 
[VALUE]


Very easy	Easy	Difficult	Very difficut	0.498	0.34799999999999998	0.112	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Yes	No	Not sure	0.6	0.35099999999999998	4.9000000000000002E-2	Yes	No	Not sure	0.25700000000000001	0.64700000000000002	9.6000000000000002E-2	Q36 Have you ever voted for a female Senator or Representative candidate?

Male	
Yes	No	I can't remember	I have never voted	0.42251908396946602	0.51717557251908397	3.58778625954198E-2	2.4427480916030499E-2	Female	
Yes	No	I can't remember	I have never voted	0.43166860240031002	0.50212930700735603	3.9488966318234599E-2	2.67131242740999E-2	



Q37: Would you ever vote for a female senator or Representative in the future? 

, [PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Yes	No	Not Sure	3435	1016	772	

Q38, Why might you NOT vote for a woman?

Male	Women generally don't help other women	Women are selfish/proud/harsh	Women are corrupt	Women don't give things to the community like men 	Women don't run good campaigns	Women don't have as much money to run the campaign/.give to the community	Women are not clever enough	The party I support is run mostly by men	I voted for Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and she did not do a good job for the country	Women should not be in politics but should stay at home	Other	None of these - I like to vote for women	None of these - I don't normally vote	0.105633802816901	0.143485915492958	4.92957746478873E-2	8.1279342723004702E-2	5.54577464788732E-2	7.4237089201877896E-2	2.2007042253521101E-2	5.5751173708920201E-2	5.6924882629107998E-2	4.8415492957746498E-2	3.3450704225352103E-2	0.240023474178404	3.4037558685446001E-2	Female	Women generally don't help other women	Women are selfish/proud/harsh	Women are corrupt	Women don't give things to the community like men 	Women don't run good campaigns	Women don't have as much money to run the campaign/.give to the community	Women are not clever enough	The party I support is run mostly by men	I voted for Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and she did not do a good job for the country	Women should not be in politics but should stay at home	Other	None of these - I like to vote for women	None of these - I don't normally vote	0.13637756665645101	0.13178057002758201	4.5663499846766799E-2	8.5810603738890601E-2	4.4131167637143698E-2	7.0180815200735505E-2	1.6549187863928901E-2	5.3631627336806598E-2	5.1179895801409699E-2	3.2178976402084003E-2	3.6469506589028498E-2	0.26356114005516401	3.2485442844008602E-2	



Q39: What factors might influence you to vote for a female candidate

Male	Women understand the needs of the family	Women are likely to be honest/less corrupt	Women in Liberia are peacemakers	Women work for the community	Women are clever	If I like her program/platform	If I know she has a kind heart/ has a good reputation	If I I hear good things about her from friends family or colleagues	President Sirleaf did a good job which makes me think other women can do a good a good job	If she is running for the party I usually support	If she is from my tribe	If someone in authority tells me to vote for her	If she pays me to vote for her	On my gut feeling	Other	I don't normally vote	Nothing. I will never vote for a woman	0.29122137404580201	0.23969465648855001	0.26183206106870199	0.13931297709923701	4.9236641221374097E-2	0.170229007633588	0.244274809160305	9.4656488549618306E-2	7.5190839694656494E-2	4.6564885496183199E-2	1.1068702290076299E-2	1.33587786259542E-2	1.1450381679389301E-2	1.5267175572519101E-2	1.45038167938931E-2	1.6793893129771E-2	0.100381679389313	Female	Women understand the needs of the family	Women are likely to be honest/less corrupt	Women in Liberia are peacemakers	Women work for the community	Women are clever	If I like her program/platform	If I know she has a kind heart/ has a good reputation	If I I hear good things about her from friends family or colleagues	President Sirleaf did a good job which makes me think other women can do a good a good job	If she is running for the party I usually support	If she is from my tribe	If someone in authority tells me to vote for her	If she pays me to vote for her	On my gut feeling	Other	I don't normally vote	Nothing. I will never vote for a woman	0.34920634920634902	0.25087108013937298	0.26519550909794798	0.150600077429346	6.3492063492063502E-2	0.141308555942702	0.244289585753	0.11111111111111099	8.5946573751451802E-2	4.3360433604336099E-2	1.39372822299652E-2	1.39372822299652E-2	9.6786682152535802E-3	2.0905923344947699E-2	2.28416569879984E-2	2.28416569879984E-2	5.0329074719318599E-2	



Q 40, Which of the reasons is the most important for you?

Male	Women understand the needs of the family	Women are likely to be honest/less corrupt	Women in Liberia are peacemakers	Women work for the community	Women are clever	If I like her program/platform	If I know she has a kind heart/ has a good reputation	If I I hear good things about her from friends family or colleagues	President Sirleaf did a good job which makes me think other women can do a good a good job	If she is running for the party I usually support	If she is from my tribe	If someone in authority tells me to vote for her	If she pays me to vote for her	On my gut feeling	Other	I don't normally vote	Nothing. I will never vote for a woman	0.19236641221374001	0.15610687022900799	0.16221374045801501	4.5801526717557203E-2	7.63358778625954E-3	7.4427480916030506E-2	0.154961832061069	2.21374045801527E-2	3.3206106870228999E-2	1.6793893129771E-2	3.0534351145038198E-3	5.3435114503816803E-3	5.72519083969466E-3	7.2519083969465698E-3	6.1068702290076301E-3	1.4122137404580201E-2	8.2061068702290102E-2	Female	Women understand the needs of the family	Women are likely to be honest/less corrupt	Women in Liberia are peacemakers	Women work for the community	Women are clever	If I like her program/platform	If I know she has a kind heart/ has a good reputation	If I I hear good things about her from friends family or colleagues	President Sirleaf did a good job which makes me think other women can do a good a good job	If she is running for the party I usually support	If she is from my tribe	If someone in authority tells me to vote for her	If she pays me to vote for her	On my gut feeling	Other	I don't normally vote	Nothing. I will never vote for a woman	0.24699961285327099	0.13782423538521099	0.160665892373209	4.7231900890437502E-2	1.58730158730159E-2	5.3426248548199801E-2	0.14905149051490499	2.7487417731320199E-2	3.6778939217963602E-2	1.58730158730159E-2	2.3228803716608599E-3	2.7100271002710001E-3	3.0971738288811499E-3	1.2388695315524599E-2	1.39372822299652E-2	1.9744483159117299E-2	4.5683313975996898E-2	



Q41, How do you normally choose who to vote for?

Male	By their campaign promises/platform	If the candidate is an important person locally	if the candidate has a good reputation for having a good heart	If there candidate is well known as a good and capable leader/ has a vision	If the candidate has done a lot of good things for the area	It is the candidate from the party I support	The candidate is from my tribe	I hear good things about the candidate from local leaders/colleagues or police	If the candidate buys things for the community or gives financial support to schools and clinics	If I like the campaign posters/the candidate's picture	On my gut feeling	I don't normally chose the candidate	I don't normally vote	Other	0.36259541984732802	0.111832061068702	0.38893129770992402	0.38053435114503797	0.23778625954198501	5.8015267175572503E-2	1.6793893129771E-2	5.34351145038168E-2	6.6793893129771006E-2	7.63358778625954E-3	2.5954198473282401E-2	7.63358778625954E-3	1.1450381679389301E-2	7.2519083969465698E-3	Female	By their campaign promises/platform	If the candidate is an important person locally	if the candidate has a good reputation for having a good heart	If there candidate is well known as a good and capable leader/ has a vision	If the candidate has done a lot of good things for the area	It is the candidate from the party I support	The candidate is from my tribe	I hear good things about the candidate from local leaders/colleagues or police	If the candidate buys things for the community or gives financial support to schools and clinics	If I like the campaign posters/the candidate's picture	On my gut feeling	I don't normally chose the candidate	I don't normally vote	Other	0.33759194734804499	0.13588850174216	0.38404955478126201	0.37088656600851699	0.23461091753774699	4.1037553232675203E-2	1.8195896244676699E-2	5.6136275648470797E-2	6.3879210220673596E-2	1.6647309330236199E-2	2.9036004645760699E-2	8.9043747580333007E-3	1.54858691444057E-2	1.2388695315524599E-2	



Q43, What do you think puts women off from running for office?

Other	Nothing	I don't think women should be running for office	Not many women want to run as candidates	Women can be threatened by the family 	Women are afraid and can be threatened by the community 	Women lack confidence to run	Few women have the education to run as a candidate	Women often don't have enough money to run a successful campaign	The community is not supportive of women running for election	Families are often not supportive of women as candidates	Political parties are not supportive of women as candidates	2.5177782048818001E-2	9.4945223909283102E-2	5.4007303478762203E-2	6.0157601383816997E-2	4.45896598116471E-2	0.116663463386508	0.173553719008264	0.126657697482222	0.21122429367672499	0.14337881991158899	0.142033442244859	0.28675763982317898	


Q44, Would you like voter information on any of the following 

Male	None of these - I am not interested	None of these - I already know this information	Where and when should I go to replace my voter's card if I have lost or damaged it	Where and when should I go to check if my registration is correct	Where and when do I have to go to register to vote	Where is my polling place	Who are the candidates	How to mark my ballot	What the election is for	The election date	0.47862595419847298	0.37977099236641199	0.38778625954198498	0.34580152671755698	0.29351145038167897	0.333587786259542	0.26679389312977098	0.25076335877862599	4.00763358778626E-2	1.8320610687022901E-2	Female	None of these - I am not interested	None of these - I already know this information	Where and when should I go to replace my voter's card if I have lost or damaged it	Where and when should I go to check if my registration is correct	Where and when do I have to go to register to vote	Where is my polling place	Who are the candidates	How to mark my ballot	What the election is for	The election date	0.48122338366240802	0.37746806039489	0.399922570654278	0.33333333333333298	0.29732868757259001	0.31784746418892801	0.26132404181184699	0.24777390631049201	3.4068912117692599E-2	1.3550135501355001E-2	



Q45, Where do you normally get information about where and when to vote from?

Male	Other	I don't get much information	In the market or bus stations	Community organizations	Civil society organizations	Town criers/ drive by loudspeakers	Friends and colleagues	Family	Election commission staff	Religious leaders	Traditional leaders and elders	Other social media	Facebook	Posters	Newspapers	Radio or TV	2.6717557251908402E-3	5.72519083969466E-3	3.8549618320610698E-2	8.9694656488549601E-2	0.136641221374046	7.7480916030534405E-2	7.9770992366412205E-2	4.8854961832061103E-2	0.310687022900763	7.5190839694656494E-2	9.7709923664122095E-2	0.116793893129771	8.7022900763358793E-2	0.25992366412213702	0.16335877862595399	0.82938931297709895	Female	Other	I don't get much information	In the market or bus stations	Community organizations	Civil society organizations	Town criers/ drive by loudspeakers	Friends and colleagues	Family	Election commission staff	Religious leaders	Traditional leaders and elders	Other social media	Facebook	Posters	Newspapers	Radio or TV	6.5814943863724299E-3	7.7429345722028597E-3	3.7940379403794001E-2	8.7495160665892399E-2	0.12853271389856799	7.9752226093689496E-2	8.0526519550909795E-2	6.4653503677893895E-2	0.27332559039876098	7.2009291521486704E-2	0.113433991482772	8.7882307394502507E-2	5.6523422377080898E-2	0.246225319396051	0.111498257839721	0.80642663569492801	



Q46, Do you think you get enough voter information

Male	Not enough at all - There is hardly any	Not enough	The right amount	Too much /Its everywhere	9.9236641221374003E-2	0.38587786259542001	0.233206106870229	0.27786259541984698	Female	Not enough at all - There is hardly any	Not enough	The right amount	Too much /Its everywhere	8.2075106465350295E-2	0.38675958188153298	0.234998064266357	0.29152148664343802	



Q46 Are you getting enough voter information

Not enough at all - There is hardly any	Lofa	Bong	Nimba	River Gee	Grand Gedeh	Maryland	Grand Kru	Sinoe	River Cess	Grand Bassa	Margibi	Montserrrado	Bomi	Gbarpolu	Grand Cape Mount	17	65	108	3	39	11	18	12	17	36	15	86	10	6	30	Not enough	Lofa	Bong	Nimba	River Gee	Grand Gedeh	Maryland	Grand Kru	Sinoe	River Cess	Grand Bassa	Margibi	Montserrrado	Bomi	Gbarpolu	Grand Cape Mount	158	213	249	186	76	109	64	74	72	103	101	393	63	72	99	The right amount	Lofa	Bong	Nimba	River Gee	Grand Gedeh	Maryland	Grand Kru	Sinoe	River Cess	Grand Bassa	Margibi	Montserrrado	Bomi	Gbarpolu	Grand Cape Mount	87	111	117	56	28	40	7	81	35	81	114	286	62	105	25	Too much /Its everywhere	Lofa	Bong	Nimba	River Gee	Grand Gedeh	Maryland	Grand Kru	Sinoe	River Cess	Grand Bassa	Margibi	Montserrrado	Bomi	Gbarpolu	Grand Cape Mount	134	182	145	10	60	89	57	50	26	96	110	281	105	89	49	



Q 47 & 48 Does voter information on voter registration or voting start early enough?

Voter registry	Too early	Early enough	Not early enough	Very late	I never see it	0.28254211332312401	0.46803215926493102	0.204441041347626	3.4073506891270998E-2	1.09111791730475E-2	Voting	Too early	Early enough	Not early enough	Very late	I never see it	0.273214627608654	0.46812176909821901	0.207926479035037	3.7526325866360302E-2	1.32107983917289E-2	



Q 49 There should be voter education aimed at teaching blind voters how to use tactile ballot guides

Has a disability	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.61956521739130399	0.33695652173912999	1.8478260869565201E-2	1.8478260869565201E-2	6.5217391304347797E-3	Doesn’t have a disability	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.65066539923954403	0.31630228136882099	1.1169201520912501E-2	1.5922053231939199E-2	5.9410646387832696E-3	



Q50, There should be specific voter education training for heads of deaf institutions so that they can provide information for the deaf community in sign language?

Has a disability	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.55434782608695699	0.39456521739130401	2.7173913043478298E-2	1.7391304347826101E-2	6.5217391304347797E-3	No Disability	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.62024714828897298	0.34980988593155898	1.21197718631179E-2	1.1644486692015199E-2	6.1787072243345998E-3	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	



Q51,Do you agree that there should be voter information aimed specifically at women to encourage them to register and to vote?

Male	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.55038167938931304	0.39465648854961799	1.6412213740457999E-2	2.3282442748091599E-2	1.1450381679389301E-2	Female	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.53890824622531996	0.40998838559814199	1.8195896244676699E-2	1.8195896244676699E-2	1.00658149438637E-2	



Q52, Do you agree that there should be voter information available in local languages?

Male	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.66564885496183201	0.30801526717557298	9.1603053435114507E-3	9.5419847328244208E-3	3.81679389312977E-3	Female	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.62911343399148301	0.34339914827719697	9.2915214866434292E-3	9.2915214866434292E-3	4.25861401471158E-3	



Q53, There should be specific voter information aimed at first time voters, teaching them how to vote?





Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	3168	1913	62	43	15	

Q53,
There should be specific voter information aimed at first time voters, teaching them how to vote?

Strongly agree	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-64	487	810	838	606	427	Agree	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-64	264	500	517	376	256	Neither agree or disagree	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-64	8	11	19	15	9	Disagree	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-64	2	13	13	7	8	Strongly disagree	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-64	3	4	3	4	1	



Q54 Would you like civic education on any of the following topics?


How elections work in Liberia	How do our elected representatives represent us	How the legislature works	Why hold elections	Local government structure	How to petition local government	How government works in Liberia	The constitution of Liberia	Other	None of these - I am not interested	0.58537519142419603	0.48372894333843802	0.28847626339969401	0.25631699846860601	0.27699081163859102	0.19180704441041299	0.26875957120980098	0.260145482388974	1.49310872894334E-2	1.60796324655436E-2	


Q55 Where do you (or did you) get civil education from on how government and elections work in Liberia?


At school	In Poro or Sande	At University	From the family and community	From religious leaders	From traditional leaders/chiefs	Election Commission workers	Political parties	Civil society organizations	At village or town hall meetings set up for the purpose	Other	I never received any civic education	0.48299999999999998	3.5999999999999997E-2	0.109	0.28899999999999998	0.10299999999999999	0.115	0.28499999999999998	7.8E-2	0.23100000000000001	0.22900000000000001	1.6E-2	3.7999999999999999E-2	


Q56 Where do you think civic education should take place?


At school	In Poro or Sande	At University	From the family and community	From religious leaders	From traditional leaders/chiefs	Election Commission workers	Political parties	Civil society organizations	At village or town hall meetings set up for the purpose	In hospital or clinic waiting rooms	Other	I don't think it is needed	0.32800000000000001	1.4E-2	2.1000000000000001E-2	0.188	1.4999999999999999E-2	3.1E-2	9.5000000000000001E-2	8.9999999999999993E-3	6.6000000000000003E-2	0.20799999999999999	7.0000000000000001E-3	1.2999999999999999E-2	5.0000000000000001E-3	


Q57 Which of these factors are the the most important for an election to be free and fair?



A peaceful process	Secret ballot	An independent and impartial election commission	Trucking to be stopped	Good Information on party platforms	Good voter education	Vote buying to be stopped	The government to stop interfering	Better / more honest candidates	Better / more honest political parties	Better trained polling staff	Better trained party agents	More observers	0.60317764165390497	0.28369065849923403	0.31374425727411898	0.24062021439510001	0.137059724349158	0.204441041347626	0.21362940275650799	0.210375191424196	6.8338437978560498E-2	5.5704441041347599E-2	0.10949464012251101	6.2212863705972399E-2	9.1117917304747303E-2	


Q58,  Which is the most important factor?

A peaceful process	Secret ballot	An independent and impartial election commission	Trucking to be stopped	Good Information on party platforms	Good voter education	Vote buying to be stopped	The government to stop interfering	Better / more honest candidates	Better / more honest political parties	Better trained polling staff	Better trained party agents	More observers	0.41684291482407199	9.8442607190924805E-2	0.15823880023072501	6.8640646029609703E-2	2.0572966737165899E-2	5.0759469332820599E-2	5.5758507979234803E-2	6.8448375312439899E-2	4.9990386464141504E-3	2.3072486060372998E-3	2.2687944626033501E-2	3.6531436262257299E-3	2.86483368582965E-2	
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